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ADMISSION POLICY 

 

footprints@pinetots Pre-school is open for children aged 1, 2,3 and 4. Sessions offer flexible childcare for 

families in receipt of the 2-year-old funding, universal and extended entitlement for 3- and 4-year olds 

and for families who wish to buy their childcare places.    

 

Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis, with priority given to children taking up the full 

offer and those living in the closest proximity to the pre-school. 

 

For more information about the application process, or if you need support to complete your 

application, please speak to the setting managers.  

 

The total number of places available for pre-school aged children at any one time is 32.  

  
Access to the free offer of 15- or 30-hours Early Education: 
  

• Children aged two can access provision in two ways; paid session or access to the free entitlement to 15 

hours early education (criteria for this offer must be met) 

• Children are eligible to access the Free Universal Entitlement to Pre-school Education (30 or 15 hours) at 

the beginning of the term after their third birthday. 

• The 15-hour offer is universal for children aged 3 until entering reception 

• To be eligible for the 30 hours offer for children aged three to reception, parents must: 

1. earn the equivalent of 16 hours at the National Minimum Wage or the National Living Wage 

2. earn less than £100,000 each 

3. both be working, unless it is a single parent family. 

• If places are available, we may admit children at the beginning of the half term in which they become 3 

(We refer to these children as rising threes). In these cases, the start date will be agreed between 

setting staff and parents based on the child’s readiness to begin pre-school education. They will be able 

to take up the 30-hour offer, if eligible at the start of the term following their third birthday. 

• Vacancies occurring between these admission dates will be filled immediately, usually from the waiting 

list 

• 30- and 15-hour places will be filled by families wishing to take up the full offer in the first instance and 

then on a first come first served basis. 

• The Pre-School aims to provide each 3-year-old child with a minimum of three terms pre-school 

education 

• A waiting list is in place and names from the completed application forms are entered on the waiting list, 

on or after the child’s second birthday 
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• Children’s names are moved between sections of the waiting list as places become available 

• The waiting list is ordered according to the termly and half termly dates of admission, with children 

allocated to a date according to age or of date of application for a place 

  

Prioritisation of places  

 

In the event that demand for places exceeds supply, footprints@pinetots will admit by use of the 

following criteria which are listed in priority order: 

  

1. Children who take up the full offer (15 hours or 30 hours) 

2. Children with siblings attending the pre-school at the time of admission 

3. Children who live closest to the pre-school, based on the proximity of their home address to the 

Pre-School. Distance will be measured on an ordinance survey map as a straight line. 

 


